DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 225 12^ 
.TITLE 

* 

INSTITUTION 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 
PUB ^yPE 

EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



CS 006 968 

Testing and Evaluation in Reading anHJ Communication 
Skills: Abstracts of Doctoral Dissertations Published 
in "Dissertation Abstracts International^ " July 
through December 1982 (Vol. '43 Nos. 1 through 6). 
ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication 
Skills, Urbana,j^Ill. 
82 

lOp.; Pages may be marginally legible. 
Reference Materials - Bibliographies (131) 

MFOl/PCOl Plus Postage. 

Annotated Bibliographies; Commun.ication Research; ' 
♦Doctoral Dissertations; Educational Assessment; ' 
Elementary Secondary Education; *Evaluation Methods; 
Higher Education; Reading Achievement; *Reading 
Instruction; *Reading Research; *Reading Tests; Test 
Construction; Testing; Test Reliability; *Test Use 



ABSTRACT 



This collection of abstracts is' part of a continuing- 
series providing information oh recent doctoral dissertations,^ The 13 
titles deal wijbh a variety of topics, inpluding the following; (1) 
the preparation of eighth grade students for criterion referenced 
reading testing a*nd its ieffect on standardized reading scores;* (2) 
alternative cloze test formats for use witlwf ourth and sixth grade 
readers; (3) the relationship between early ^gie ntif ication procedures 
during kindergarten and subsequent third gr^t reading achievement; 
(4) sixth and seventh grade standardized tesr scoreiS as predictors of 
performance on the verbal sections of SAT's; (5) the development and 
testing of a systematic observation instrument to study teacher 
effectiveness in the reading classroom; (6) the -design, ^ 
implementation, aim evaluation of a criterion referenced 
diagnostic/prescriptive reading .course for college students; (7) the 
development and evaluation of a self-report instrument to measure 
conflict management style; (8) the relationships between a visual 
reversals test and a phonemic segmentation task and 
end-of-f irst-grade reading achievement; (9) the validity of the 
descriptive tests of language skills and other predictor variables in 
the placement of basic skills students in a college developmental 
reading course; and^«UO) the evaluation of "a college developmental 
^.reading program on the criteria of retention of reading achievement, 
change in attitude toward reading, and student satisfaction with 
reading instruction. (HTH) 
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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series designed 
•to make information on relevant dissertations avaiUble to users of the ERIC 
system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts Internationa l are reviewed in 
order tq compile abstracts ot dissertations on related topics, which thus become 
accessible in searcfies of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the dis- 
sertations themselves is included at the end of the bibliography. 

Abstracts^ of the following dissertations are included in this collection* 



Engram, Eranklin. Xye 
THE PREPARATION OF GEORGIA EIGHTH- 
GRADE STUDENTS FO^ CRITERION- 
REFERENCED READIN.G TESTING AND ITS 
EFFECTS ON STANDARDIZED READING 
SCORES 

Hiwkins, Lynn Taylor 
A TAXONOMIC ANALYSIS OF COMPRtHEN- 
SION QUESTIONS IN TRADITIONAL^ 
PHONIC, AND LINGUISTIC BASAL 
ING MATERIALS 

Henk-, William A. 

AN ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATIVE CLOZE 
'EST FORMATS FOR USE WITH FOURTH 
AND SIXTH GRADE READERS 



Hotchkiss,^Mary Jo 
THE EFFECTS OF ETHNOLINGUISTIC 
GROUP, LENGTH OF PRESCHOOL EN- 
ROLLMENT, AGEy AND SEX ON LOCUS ' 
OF CONTROL IN PRESCHOOL CHILDREN 
AS MEASURED BY TWO INSTRUMENTS 

Kaufmann, Rachel Millison 
AN. INVESTIGATION OF THB RELATI0N*- 
" SHIP BETWEEN EARLY IDENTIFICATION 
PROCEDURES DURING KINDERGARTEN AND 
SUBSEQUENT THIRD GRADE READING 
ACHIEVEMENT 

La Main, Gladys Marie 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PIAGETIAN 
COGNITIVE MEASUREMENTS AND STAND- 
ARDIZED ACHIEVEMENT MEASUREMENTS 
*0F INNER-CITY SCHOOL CHILDREN^ AGES 
; 12 TO 15 OF VARIED ETHNIC BACKGROUNDS 

Levy, Bernice 

, SIXTH AND SEVENTH GRADE STANDARDIZED 
. TEST SCORES AS PREDICTORS OF PERFOR- 
MANCE ON SAT-V TESTS 

Mangano, Nancy Glo'rla 
THE DEVELOPMENT AND PSYCHOMETRIC 
^TESTING OF A SYSTEMATIC OBSERVATION 
INSf RUMENT ■ TO STUDY TEACHER EFFEC- 
TIVENESS IN THE READING <lLASSROOM 



Rosen-, Ellen Unell ,. 
DESIGN, IMPLEMENTATION, AND EVAL- 
UATION OF A tRITERION-REFERENCED 
DiAGNOSTIC/PRESCRIPTIVE READING 
. COURSE FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Ross, RQseanna Gaye 
; ' THE DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION OF 

A SELF-REPORT I-NSTRUMENT TO MEASURE 
CONFLICT .MANAGEMENT STYLE " 

, Sadoff, Arthur C. ^ 
THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN A VISUAL . 
REVERSALS TEST AND" A PHONEMIC SEG- 
MENTATION TASK AND END OF FIRST . 
GRADE r'EADING ACHIEVEMENT 

Snyder, Vivian E.. 

THE VALIDITY OF THE DESCRIPTIVE TESTS 
OF IjANGUAGE SKILLS AND OTHER PREDIC- 
TOR VARIABLES IN THE PLACEMENT OF 
BASIC SKILLS STUDENTS IN A DEVELOP- 
MENTAL READING COURSE AT SOUTHERN 
ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY AT CARBONDALE 

Tophoj , Barbara Ellen Carlson 
EVALUATION OF THE K;ANSAS STATE UNI- 
VERSITY DEVELOPMENTAL READING PRO- 
GRAM ON THE' CRITERIA OF RETENTION* OP 
READING ACHIEVEMENT, CHANGE IN ATTI- 
• TUDE TOWARD READING AND STUDENT 

SATISFACTION WITH READING INSTRUCTION 




JHE'PREPARATION OF GEORGIA EIGHTH-GRADE STUDENTS 
FOR CRITERION REFERENCED READING TESTING AND ITS 
EFFECTS ON STANDARDIZED READING SCORES 

Order'Na.DA8226149 
Engram, FftANKLiN Tye, Ph D Georgia State University - College of 
£diicaf/on, 1982. 267pp. 

Purpose. The purpose of IhiS research was to answer two 
, questions. (1) If criterion lefeienced testing In reading is to be used 
* as a measure of accountdbiiity for Georgia teachers, is it possible 1o 
design a prepaiation instrument to assure teachers that students havd 
mastered the necessary objectives prior t^the state assessriient. 
'(2) Since criterion -referenced testing demands behavioral objectives^ 
as the foundation for constructing test items, can reading actually be 
delimited to twenty observable behaviors which embrace the 
. necessary skills for one to demonstrate proficiency? > 
Methods and Pfoced^utes. Anal/sis of covanance was the research 
fnethod utihzed with an expcumental control group design, using 
Intact classes. After the pVeparation for criterion-referenced testing 
'materiaLwas designed, students in the experimental group were 
evaluated with a pretest for the preparation material and a 
standardized reading test. During one quarter the reading program for 
these students was based solely on the remediation of weaknesses 
demonstiated on criterion referenced objectives. The students in the 
control group, who also received both pretests^ were given an 
individualized, developmental reading program based on reading ^ 
deficiencies demonstrated on the standardized,reading,instrument 
and on their chosen area of advancement. Both groups were 
posttested with the Georgia criterion referenced test in reading for 
eighth grade and a standardized reading test. 

Results and Conclusions Students prepared for criterion- 
referenced testing performed at a significantly^higher level on the 
state criterion referenced test thatn those who received the 
irKilvidualized, developmental reading program However, those 
students who received the individualized, developmental reading 
instruction, with no particular emphasis on behavioral objectives, 
performed at a significantly higher level on a standardized reading 
posttest Thus, although preparation for criterion referenced testing is 
effective in assuring better results on the state criterion-referenced 
tests, it does apt assure that students are niore proficient readers ^is a 
result of having mastered the designated behavioral objectives. 
Reading, therefore, seems to be a process which cannot be delimited 
to a finite number of observable behaviors. ^ 



A TAXONOMIC ANALYSIS OF COMPREHENSION 
QUESTIONS IN TRADITIONAL, PHONIC, AND LINGUISTIC 
BASAL READING MATERIALS Orde r No. DA821 6762 

Hawkins. Lynn Taylor, Ed.D West Virgtma Un/^prS/fy, 1982 202pp. 

The purpose of thisjnvestigation was to detorr|vne4hyfrequencies , 
with which taxonomic levels of comprehension questions occurred in 
instructional mate lials reflecting Traditional, Phonic, and Linguistic 
approaches to reading Research findings were «^.ought to determine ^ 
the exterit to which comprehension questions bc> ond the literal level 
were included by the authors of basa! reading sencs which were 
'published from 197.1-1979. Further, this study vias beslgned to 
determine whether trendy in questioning patterns occurred within the 
primary and intermediate levels. ^ 

"The Barrett Taxonomy .Cognitive and Affccttvc Dimensions df 
Reading Comprehension" (Barrett, 1976) was employed in the 
classificationjDf questions Basal series v»ei e categorized in terms of 
reflecting a Traditional, Phonic, or Linguistic appi oach and a stratified 
rartdom sampling of thirty percent of the storic:; included in two series 
within each classification were Analyzed for lev r Is of questioning, 
Inter rater reliability was determined to exceed ninety percent 
agreement amoog independent raters. ^ 

Results of the analysis revealed that: (1) Thcie was dependence 
(p < .01)1 between the respective approaches to i ending and the ' 
frequency with which taxonomic* levels of compiehension occurred. 
This pattern occurred in grades one through>6ix and within the 
primary and intermediate levels. This dependent relationship * 



indicate^! that the frequency panern with which comprehension 
questions occurred were uniquely associated with the various 
approaches to reading. (2) Across materials and levels, nearly fifty 
percent of the comprehension questions were found to occur at the 
literal level A far smaller percentage^of questions was classified as 
belonging to the evaluation and appreciation levels. (3) Combined 
percentages for the literal and inferentfal taxonomic categories 
represented afn^Qst mnet^ percent of the total questions posed across 
the S'v series (4) Individual senes vvithms^^ecfic approaches were 
diverse, often extien.e. in their distributions of levels of 
comprehension que:.t.Gns The diffeiences occurred among grades 
one through su and withm the pi.mary and intermediate grade 
materials 

Tt may be concluded that the Sia individual senes were generally 
unique wTth regai ds to the^r treaiment of compiehension questioning. 
Therefore, those^who /.ou'd employ these vanous approaches or ' 
Individual series muM be a^are of the individual differences in 
pliilcsopMes of Comprehension and of diffeiences m comprehension 
questioning prachces. 



71 



AN ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATIVE ClOZE TEST FORMATS 
FOR USE WITH FOURTH AND SIXTH GRADE JIEADERS 

* Order No. DA8216763 
Henk. William A, BdD West Virginia Um\^ersity, }2Q2. 182pp. 

In the present study, the specific performance characteristics of 
eight alternative cloze test formats were examined at the fourtH and 
sixth grade levels. The formats were derived from all possible 
combinations of the three independent variables, deletion pattern ' 
(every-Sth versus total random), blank Condition (standard versus 
cued), and scoring mode (verbatim versus synonymic). Separate 
analyses at each grade assessed (1) the effects of the Independent 
variables on mean cloze response accuracy, (2) the degree of 
relationship between verbatim and synonymic scoring systems, 
-(3) the effects of varying numbers of words between blank spaces, 
antf (4) the concurrent validity and reliability of the individual cloze 
formats. 

At each grade, 64 subjects were randomly assigned to one of four 
basic treatments (every-Sth/standard, every-5th/cued, total 
random/standard, and total random/cued) and tested. Responses on 
each of the cloze passages were scored in both a verbatim and 
synonymic manner. Lastly, subjects were individually administered 
silent portions of an informal reading inventory to detfeVftiine 
instructional reading levels. *. • ' 

A 2 X 2 x-2 mixed analysis of Variance was computisd which 
Indicated significant first-order interaction effects for the deletion 
pattern by scoring mode and blank condition by scoring mode 
iriteractions at both grade levels In the sixth gracJe analysts, the 
deletion pattern by blank condition interaction also attained 
significance 

High positive relationships were observed between verbatim and 
synonymic scoring across all basic cloze forms. Also, two analysis, 
tested the maximum item independence hypothesis associated with a 
context distance of four words between blanks. At fourth Orade, the 
results were equivocal, however at sixth grade, the evidence favored 
a rejection of this notion. 

None of the fourth grade cloze formats was significantly related to 
Silent instructional reading levels as determined by the Ekwall 
Reading Inventory. At sixth grade, appreciable increases In both the 
concurrent validity and reliability of the formats were noted. 

It was concluded that a re-examination of traditional cloze testing 
appears warranted*. In particular, it was recommended that the sixth 
grade total random/cued/verbatim format receive additional 
<:onsideration. This determination was based on the format*s ^ 
theoretical capacity to circumvent sampling and scoring biases while 
maintaining desirable validity and reliability standards. 



WE EFFECTS OF ETHNOLINGUISTIC GROUP^ LENGTH OF 
PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT, AGE. AND SEX ON lOCUS OF ' 
CONTROL IN PRESCHOOL CHILDREN AS MEASURED BY 
TWO INSTRUMENTS 

HoTCHKiss, Mary Jo. Eo D Univetsity of Southern California, 1982. 
Chairperson. Professor Margaret Smart 

Pfobiem. The problem was todetermine the impact of four 
Independent variables on scores for Internality for three 
ethnQlinguistic groups of preschool children as measured by two * 
instr-uments of locus of control. 

Procedures. Thirty nine preschool children were interviewed 
Three ethnolinguistic groups vvere represented. Spamsh-speaking, . 
Spanish -surnamed children; English-speaking black children, and 
English speaking. Spanish surnamed children. The interviews 
resulted in scores for internality which were analyzed to determine the 
impact of ethnolinguistic group, age of child, length of preschool 
, enrollment^ and sex of child. The instruments used were the Stanford " 
Prescho6l Internal External Scale (SPIES) and thet StepHens Delys 
Reinforcejnent Contingency Inten^iew (SORCI). 

findings The two instruments used appeared not to y*ield 
equivalent results for internality. Internality for negative 
reinforcements as measured by the SPIES (Sp4 was the most ' 
sensitive to the effects of theindependent variables. EHinolinguistic 
group was a significant factof In explaining the variation especially for 
SP- \»hen ethnolinguistic group was examined with length of 
enrollment and age. Age alone explained little of the variation among 
means. Achifd'ssex explained little of the variation among means A 
child's sex explained little of the differences in the means. 

Conclusions. Instruments purporting to measure the same 
construct may not yPeld equivalent results, even when us^d with the 
same sample Ethnolinguistic group and length of preschool 
enr,o!lment appear to be important sources of variation in means for 
scores of Internality, especially in interaction with each other and with 
age Whether the age and the sex of th^ preschool child alone are ' 
major sources of variation in internality is questionable. 

R&commendations Further investigation of the impact of the 
fomiat of instruments and subject characteristics should be 

' "r^cf r age needfurther study. Attention 

needs to g.ven to the characteristics of school settings and child 
charactenstPcs in order to determine whether sthool characteristics • 
influence internality differentially It Is important to consider adapting 
current practices so that "external" childr^ can have successful 
school e^ppnences Teachers need to recognize students as unique 
tt!^u ^"""^ strategies which are effective in fostering succe^ in 
school for one student may not be effective for another 



-AN INVESTIGATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
EARLY IDENTIFICATION PROCEDURES DURING 
KINDERGART^ AND SUBSEQUENT THIRD GRADE READING 
ACHIEVEMENT^ * Order No. D>8226474 

' Kaufmamm RachpiM.llison.Ph.D University of Maryland 1982 
lOSpp Supervisor. Robert M. Wil&on 

The purpose of this research was to determine the relationship 
between early identification procedures during kindergarten and 
subsequent third grade reading achievement. In order to address this 
problem, the study investigated the correlations between the 
Maryland Systematic Teacher Observation Instrument (MSTOI) the 
Metrofcl.tan Readiness Tests (Metro), the Rutgei^ Dra^.ng Test, and 
Teachei\Judgment (TJ) ratings, all of which are utilized in 
kindergarten, and later reading achievement as measured by the 
California Achievement Tests (CAL) Reeding total which is 
'admiriisterpd at the beginning of grade three Data were collected on 
jl random sample of 150 students who aie piesently in the.fourth 
grade and w^-» had obtained a scholastic abil.ty score of 90 or above 
• on the OtiS lennon Test of Mental Abilities taken in the fall of the 
second grade. 

Multiple linear regressions awd zero order correlations were 
^employed to answer the research questions. The major findings of the 

!l ft^^L^^'r™^''^'^^^^^"^^^ All of the predictor variatJtes 
correfat^ srgmncantly at the .05 level with the CAL fieading total 



scores except for the MSTOI Psychomotor subtest, entry ^ige. and sex 
^ ?;Wn (2) The Metro Auditory factor was mo^thijhlyc^rr^^^^^^ 
• ^ LVf} TV^^ '^'"0 Intercorrelations among the 

^ ' Metro faclofswere low. Intercorr^ations among jhe MSTOI subtests 
were high, as were the intercorrelations among the TJ areas (4) The 
optimal subset of Independent variables as determined by the multiple 
Hnear regression, is the Metro Auditory f23.04%). the MSTOI Sensed 
Percephon {7 83%). and the T J Auditory* (3.12%). These three 
pred.ctors comprise approximately 34% ofthe 39 66% explained 

nn?^f T The addition of sex and agedid 

not atid signiftcantly to the prediction equation. 

The investigator concluded that readiness measures durmo 
SeviS Predictive data about third grade reading 

Implications for theory, research, and education are discussed. 



TH^ RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PtAGETIAN COGNITIVE 
MEASUREMENTS AND STANDARDIZED ACHIEVEMENT 
MEASUREMENTS OF INNER CITY SCHOOL CHILDREN AGES * 
12 TO 15 OF VARIED ETHNIQ 'BACKGROUNDS 

Order No. DA8220588 
La Main, Gladys Marie, Ph.D Claremont Graduate School, 1982 * 
. 221 pp. 

This study was an lamination of the relationship that exists 
between Piagetian cognitive measurements and standardized 
achievement measurements ofx:hildren ages twelve to fifteen of three 
ethnic backgrounds. 

The 53 subjects were randomly selected from grades 6, 7, and 8 of 
a middle school rn Santa Ana. California The three ethnl^ groups 
were Hispanic. Anglo, and Black. The instruments used in the 
investigation were ten Piagetiart tasks and six subtests of the 
.California Achievement Test The Piagetian measurements consisted 
of four corjservatlon, three classification, and three seriation tasks. * 
The standardized achievement measurements were reading 
vocabulary, reading comprehension, spelling, language exoression. 
language mechanics? and research skills. 

Results ofihe multivariate analysis of variance showed that only 
the difference bet^^een the children of the different age groups were 
Significant at the 0 05 level of confidence. Ethnicity andsex <lnd their 
interactions had very little significance. 

The results of the Pearson Correlation and a simultaneous' 
regression analysis indicated very little relationship between the 
cognitive tasks and the California Achievement Test subtests. The 
multiple r^egressions showed that the cognitive taSks could account 
for 36 percent of the variance oNanguage expression and 48 percent 
of .the variance of language mechanics (the two subjests which had 
shown significance). 

This study bears out Piagefs theory that children do not reach , 
operational levels In all developmental concepts at the same age 

levels It further shows that very little of the child*s logical thinking 
processes in language and reading development is measured'by the 
subtests of the California Achievement Test. 

This study has implications for educators concerned with the 
effectiveness of the measurements used to determine the cognfiive 
growth of children in language and reading development* 



SIXTH AND SEVENTH OkAbE STANDARDIZED TEST 
SCORES AS PREDICTORS OF PERFORMANCE ON SAT-V 
TESTS OrderNo.DA8225118 
Levy, Bernicc, Eo.D. Hofstra University, 1982. 177pp. 

The major purpose of this six year retrospective study was to 
Investigate the efficacy of using sfxth and seventh grade standardized 
reading tests scores as piedictors of Scholastic Aptitude Test«Verbal 
(SAT V) scores Secondary pui poses were (1) to investigate the 
impact of the>Regularly Scheduled Reading Instruction mSRI) 
received by below grade level secondary students upon expected 
grade ten Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills {CT BS) Reading 
Scores, and (2) to determine the possible impact of grade of entry 
Into the district upon CTBS andSAT-V scores. Pearson product- 



mdhient correlalionsrnii^^llple regression formulas, factor analysis, 
and analysis of variance Were applied to analyze the fourteen test 
scor^* of the W subjecti S(jd'to test the fourteen hypotheses. 

Themajor findings and cbttefustons'were: (1) a battery of sixth 
seventh. and;tenth grade stan%dized tests can effectively predict' 
•SAT.V test scores with 81 perc>>i>flccuracy. (2) the l>esl single grade 
seven pred.ctir of SAT Y scores the CTB§ Total Reading score. 
The.best single grade ten prediclor%s the Short Form Test of 
Academic Aptitude (SFTAA^Languasffelesl. (3) Regularly Scheduled 
Reading Instruct.on (RSRI) had a posillv^^duc^tional impact upon 
. the grade^ten Comprehension scores of bfcjpw grade level students 
RSRI did not appear to affect vocabulary achj^vemenl. (4) grade of- 
entry had no impact upon the CT BS or the SATJiV scores of subject 
and (5) all of tbe tests shared a high degree of c^mmunalily and 
appeared to measure similar sklHs. 

The possible Significance of this study Jies in the hJenlificallon of 
reliable predictors of SAT scores which can enable educators to 
implement appropriate intervention programs five or six Vears prior to 
administering the SAT tests. " 




THE DEVELOPMENT AND PSYCHOMETRIC TESTING OF A. s 
SYSTEMATIC OBSERVATION INSTRUMENT TO STUDY , ^ 
TEACHER EFFECTIVENESS IN THE READING CLASSROOM 

OrderNo. DA&226104 
f^ANGANO. Nancy Gloria. Ph.D. Texas A&M University, ^982 28lpp 
Chairman. Dr. Wilh^m H. Rupley 

ThTs study involved the development and testing of the Group 
Reading Interaction Pattern Observation Instrument (GRIP) d^esigned 
Id record teacher and pupif interactions in the reading classroom for 
the pi!r{)Ose of delineating verbal process behdviots and patterns of 
behaviorsthate^nhance pupil achievement. 

The conceptualization and development of GRJP wdsden*^ from 
a review of both the process product research htefature and the 
existing observation instruments. PrfeltiTunary validity data was 
gathered during a pilot study when observers were asked to complete 
a questionnaire related to the frequency oi use. ambiguity, and mutual 
exclusivity of each subcategory. GRIP was modified accordingly. 

Further validation occurred when seven jurors responded to a 
questionnaire that attempted to capture aspects of face, content, and - 
construct validity. Results suggested that GRIP was useful for the 
purpose that it was intended. Cnterion-related validity calculations 
showed that average coefficients were above the a priori set level of 
rninimum acceptable ability during training but decreased 
significantly when retested on a total reading lesson script one month 
following training. 

Both inter and intra observer reliability coefficients were also 
estimated during this study. Results showed that average inter- 
observer coefficients obtained dui^ ng training Were above .70. 
although some coefficients were below this level. A significant 
decrease was noted on these measures fsom tife training session to 
actual classroom observations AverageHnter-obsen/er reliability 
calculations increased significanlly from the first two weeks of 
classroom observation to the remaining weeks. Intra observer 
calculations, which reflect the consistency of an observer's coding ' 
fropi one occasion to the next, averaged .60. » 

Analysis of the accuracy and consistency of each of the 
s,ut5categories was also noted. These analyses were synthesized and 
subjectively labeled as stable, unstable, or moderately stable. Results 
showed that six of the subcategories were unstable, 20 were * 
moderately stable, and 16 were highly stable. 

• I 
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DESIGN, IMPLEMENTATIOfi. AND EVALUATION OF A 
CRITERION-REFERENCED DIAGNOSTIC/PRESCRIPTIVE 
READING COURSE FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS 

*\ OrderNo. DA8222779 

Rosen. Ellen Uwa^ Ph.D. The University of New Mexico , ^$B2. 
296pp. 

The purpose of this study was to design. Implement, and evaluate 
a fcrllerion referenced diagnostic/prescriptive course of reading 
Instruction foF college students. The effects of this method were 
compared with the effects of the traditional whole-class method on 
vocabulary, comprehension, and grade point average. Subjects were 
107 students voluntarily enrolled in a college reading course. 
' Treatment was randomly assigneiJ to sections." 

The Nelson-Denny Reading Test and a diagnostic test were 
administered to all students In the whole^clasS sections, instruction 
was in the traditional presentation-discussion-practice mode: 
emphasis w^ on class, rather than individual, veakriesses and on 
subjects co>>lred by the textbook. In the diagn(}stid/presc)'iptlve 
sections, inslrucfron was geared to the individual's weaknesses as 
diagnosed by the criterion test; remedial prescriptions were selected 
for the student at his reading level as delerminefd by the NDRT. If the 
criterion level was not achieved, additional pre^nptions were 
assigned When the student achieved the criterion level specified on 
an objective, he applied that skill to one of his oWn textbooks. At the 
end of the semester, all students were administered an alternate form 
of the Nelson-Denny Reading Test and thecrlterion-referenced test 

Analysis of covariance was used to test eight hypotheses. If the 
test of homogeneity of regression coefficients indicated ^hat the two 
groups were not homogeneous, covariance was not used and the • 
covariate>as treated as 'a second independent variable. The alpha 
level wa^ set at .05. ( 

For five variables, students taught by the diagnostic/prescriptiveX 
method performed as v^ell as students taught by the whole* class \ 
method. For three variables, students who scored in the middle or ■ 
lower score categoi les on the pre measure perfornjed better on the • 
equivalent post^rneasure when taught by the whole-class method, for 
students whoscd/ed in the upper score categories, tfeachirig m'ethod 
did not appear <o be^s significant. 



UJSTRUMENT TO MEASURE CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 

o «K . Order No. DA8223277 

This research develops an Instrument to assess conflin 

concern for other. A five-point Likert scaling was givenio 18 itis fsix 
per sty^e) arv^ utilized in remaining research. To counter soc at ' 

2im ",l^,^",°'.'^V?i!^'"'"^''"'"^"'^"'='"ded a fafctor analySisfn - 

if; hi Mh/"v'" ^-^ Subjects took'the instojmem / 

without the critical mc.dent recall, and analysis of variance - 
inv^esfgated differences with ,he group wftft critical iSnt {n^- " 
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Coefficient alphas are; self. .764; issue. 782; other. 730 Test- 
ret^t corre ations are. self. .690«sue. .647; other. .627 (p < .01) 

f*^ l^'^T '"^'"""e"' yields one factor for each of the 
seH and issue subscales. and two factors for the other subscalS. 
Correlations are nor»signlf,cant between self and Hall s competing. 

M2.?^%f """i-^wfating, correlation tetwe^ - 
Srr^lL^ Hall scoHaborating Is -.187 (p < .05),Subiecfs scores 
correlate with friend's responses, self. .351 (p < 01); Issue 340 fo < 
X)1): other 194(p<.05) In deterrninmg'social dSaS thT 
swS < Ml? wZ''''' 1,^'9nlflcant difference between the three 
styles (p < .001). with no signlTicant difference between scores for the 



THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN A VISUAL REVERSALS 
TEST AND A PHONEMIC SEGMENTATION TASK AND END 
OF FIRST GRADE READING ACHIEVEMENT 

Order No. DA8215754 
SajdoVf, Arthur C, Ed.D. Columbia University Te^ch^rs College, 
1982. 92pp. Sponsor Professor Margaret Jo Shepherd 

Early^identificatlon of children who are "at rlsK" for reading failure 
remains o(great importance in the field of special education. An 
assessment procedure that can-max^iniize the number of correctly 
* identified "at risk*' youngster^ whilejminimlzrng the number of 
children who are not appropriate]/ identified, is needed. This study 
looked at two experimental procedures, the Horst Reversals test and 
the LIberman Word Segmentation task, to assess their joint and 
unique contributions in predicting reading achievement at the end of* 
first grade. Children who were just entering first grade, from an urban 
and a suburban school district, were given both the Horst and 
Liberman tasks. End of kindergarten and end of first grade reading 
achievement levels were obtained from reviewing the children*s • 
school records. 

^Results were anali^ced separately for each sample since the 
suburban group's pedorgnance pn both expllfimental tasks, was 
significantly higherthan the urban group's performance. Both-the 
Horst andiiberman tasks made significant contributions toward 
o^plaining reading variance, for both samples. For the urban sample a 
higher corjelation was obtained between the Horst and first grade 
. reading than was obtained between the Liberman and first grade 
, reading. A low correlation was obtained between the Horst and 
Uberman for each sample. Both tasks had a moderate correlation 
^ with first grade reading in the suburban sample. Additional 
crosstabulational analyses suggested that bdlh tasks correctly 
categorized children for first grade reading performance between 
70% end 80% of the time/The higher (and Significant) results were 
obtained in the suburbari sample. Further analysis suggested that the 
two tasks are identifying several different children as being "at risk". 

Data support the use of a multi-task battery to maximize the 
number of appropriately identified "at risk** youngsters. The vast 
difference In performance between the two samples were discussed 
in ternns of SES and language factors. The importance of using 
^crosstabulational techniques, in addition to correlational analyses, to 
determine the effectiveness of the screening instruments, was 




THE VALIDf^OF THE DESCRIPTIVE TESTS OF LANGUAGE 
SKILLS ANDVtHER PREDICTOR VARIABLES IN THE 
PLACEMENT oX BASIC SKILLS STUDENTS IN A. 
DEVELOPMENT a\ READING COURSE AT SOUTHERN 
ILLINOIS UNIVERd(TY AT CARBONDALE * 

OrderNo. 8221963 
' Snyder. Vivian E . Ph D ^outhern Illinois University at Carbondate, 
1982 I69pp Major Prdfessor, Dr. Margaret Keyser Hill 

Purpose of the study-was to determine the utility of the Descriptive 
Tests of l^angu^e Skills (DTLS) for placement decisionsand - 
prediction of allrilion/persislence and CPA for special admissions 
students Areas invesllgt^iied included analyses of internal 
consistency reliabiMy, content validity, predictive validity and 
plac|meni rale An evaluation was ^!so made as to how much I'he 
DTLS tests, me four Academic Tests of the ACT Assessment 
Program. ^ high school percentile rank, separately and in 
comb»nation. (Tontribule to the variance m cumulative CPA and 
allrfiion/persfslence Subjects included all freshmen (n = 496) 
admitted to Southern Illinois University at Carbondale through the 
special admissions program, fall semester. 1978 

Reliability coefficients for the three DTLS tests were 78 for 
Reading Comprehension. ,63 for Vocabulary, and 79 for Looical 
Relationships * 

HT^i^^ ^^"^^^ ^^^'^ ^^"'"^ reading faculty matched items on the 
u I HIS tests with Objectives for the Center's developmental reading 
course It was concluded that the DTLS tests do not cover a 
representative sample of course objectives 

Predictive validity was measured through regression analyses 
Dependent variables were Cumulative CPA and attrition/persistence 
(each measured at end of first year, end of second year, end of third 

riT^^c^f? "^'^^'^ ^^^^^ y^^^ school) Independent variables were 
DTLS Reading Comprehension. Vocabulary, and Logical 
Relationships tests. ACT English Usage, Mathematics, Sbcial Studies 
Heading, and Natural Sciences Reading tests, and high school 
percentile rank Two independent variables were employed in^single * 
regression models only ACT composite and DTLS composite 
. The best smgle predictor of attrition/persistence and cumulative 
^KA was ACT composite, although total amount of variance 
^n^^''"*^^ variable was extremely small (usually under 

10%) m all instances All oihef*sts (DTLS and ACT) were significant 
(p < 05) indiudual contributors tc the variance in the deperuJent 
varighie?, evcept fdr DTLS Vocabulary High school perceni;ie rank 
was not predictive of either variable. • — 

A stepwise* analysis of th« pight predictor variables yielded no 
combination of variables to better predict attrition/persistence or 
cumulative GPA than a single test (different ACT or DTLS test) for 
each measurement period. 

Discriminant analyses of the placement rates indicated that the 
DTLS te«;ts were correctly pl?icing Students intq the developmental 
reading course. ^ 



EVALUATION OF THE KANSks STATE UNIVERSITY 
DEVELOPMENTAL READING PROGRAM ON THE CRITERIA 
OF RETENTION OF READING 3(CHIEVEM^NT, CHANGE IN 
ATTITUDE TOWARD READING 3|WD STUDENT 
SATISFACnriON WITH READING INSTRUCTION 

. OrderNo. DA8221857 
TOPHOJ. Babbara Ellen Carlson. Ph.D. Kansas State University, 
1982. 126pp. 

The purpose of this study V?as an attempt to evaluate the 
effectiveness of a college developmental reading program. In order to 
accomplish this purpose, data from the Nelson-Denny, Form 5, 
Karisas State Reader Attitude Scale, and a scale designed to measure 
satisfaction with their reading was collected from students enrolled in 
the Developmental Reading Laboratory at Kansas State University. 
The subjects of this study were students who had enrolledjn the 
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SfbiS onS "."h'^'^O L«borato,y^t Kansas State University. The 
subjects of this study were students wiio had enrolled In the 

answe°r?to thM^oir? thespecinc purposesof this investigation 
answers to the following questions were s6ught: (1) Do students at 

^^n^T ^r'f'' ^^^'^'"S achie'emen four r^^r^te and 
Ko rn?" ^T, sy^'?'^a«p/developmental reading instrucUon 
Unl!o«?fTEf '° ° ■ <2) Do students at Kansas State 

nini mol f. ' ^^^ding four months and 

J?en cor^^,,fi^['^'''^''?^'^"'"'°P'^^"'^' ^^^ding instruction 
Snll aKl°/^?'Jon '^'"".P' "'-satisfaction do 
Sonnfin,,. University evidence in terms of their ' 

flerSrai ™lio '^^ ""'^T^' '^^''"^ 'his study, the following 
sffi IndTcSf ha, J H ' "^JT- obtained In this 

n^e n^on h ^/rioH Vr^^^l^ ^' '^e four month and 

jStffisTa^nLI ^1"' ^^.'^ "°' s'atisJically significant, it is 
of thfs stulyTnd tlf^than apceptable. (2) The results 

nnSr, n^''"' improvemen, programs mustfnSSra.e^e 

leSi^ „H«fj;'S recommended thai ^udles 

need to be undertatsen in the areas of measurement tools and 

SLvtr •"^f^"^^^"^^ to determine the effectivene^ of cSege 
developmental readinaprograrns. ^^icouege 
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